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CIRCUI,AR

Subject: Validity of Aadhaar Verifiable Credential shown, shared and/or verifled through Aadhaar Application.

Reference:
I . Validity of downloaded Aadhaar (e-Aadhaar) as a proof of identity issued vide circular dated28.04.2017.
2. Introduction of Aadhaar Card for use at par with other forms of Aadhaar like Aadhaar letter, e-Aadhaar,

rnasked e-Aadhaar and m-Aadhaar dated 29.09.2020

The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is a statutory body established under section I 1 of
thc Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of F'inancial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act 2016 which came

into forcc on 12.9.2016. UIDAI is mandated to issuc a l2-digit uniquc idcntity number called an Aadhaar Number
to the residents based on demographic and biomctric information submitted by thc resident to UIDAI during

enrolment.

2 As per Section 4(3) of Aadhaar Act, 2016:

"Etery Aadhaar number holder to eslablish his identity, mayt,olunlarilyuse his Aadhaar number in physical or
electronic.form byway ofauthentication or ofiline verificution or in such olher.form as may be notified, in such

manner as may be specified by the regulalions"

3. As a step towards enhancing digital cnablement, UIDAI has launched a new Aadhaar Applicatio4.
namely, "Aadhaar App". The Aadhaar App is available on both Android and iOS platforms. It enables the Aadha6i
number hotders to show, sharc and verify their identity in a digital manner. However, while sharing the identity

details to an Offline Verification Seeking Entity (OVSE) through Aadhaar App, the 12-digit Aadhaar number is

not transfcrred. The Aadhaar App providcs the option to share either complete or partial idcntity details in the

form of Aadhaar Verifiablc Credentials of the Aadhaar number holdcr. I'he detail so shared is legally valid in
terms of the provisions of Infonnation Technology Act, 2000, which provides lcgal rccognition to electronic
records.

4. In light of the provisions of Aadhaar Act, 2016 and regulation mentioned above, Aadhaar verifiable
credentials shown, shared and/or verified through the "Aadhaar App" are legatly valid form to establish identity
of Aadhaar number holder, in addition to other forms like Aadhaar letter, e-Aadhaar, masked e-Aadhaar, Aadhaar

Card and m-Aadhaar as notified earlier.

5. All the Ministries/Departments/State Governments/Autonomous Bodies/Authorities/other agencies

accepting Aadhaar as proofofidentity are requested to accept Aadhaar shown and/or shared through the "Aadhaar

App" as a valid establishment of identity of the Aadhaar number holder and issue necessary instructions to all
concerned.

(Pravee
Director (AIJ)

Copy to:

I .Secretaries to the Government of India, All Ministries/ Departments of Govemment of India.

2.All Chief Secretaries to the State Government{Jnion Territories.
3.All autonomous bodies
4.AltDDGs of UIDAI HO and ROs


